92         BASIC  DEUGS U.   S.   P.   H,  S,   HOSPITALS   AND   CLINICS

CHOLERETICS

Choleretics are agents used to. stimulate the secretion of bile and bilo con-
stituents, with a resultant increase in bilo flow, Hydracholcrctics increase the
volume of bile decreasing Its viscosity without stimulating the formation of
bile constituents.

The natural bile acids are choleretics. They arc derivatives of cholanio acid,
i. e., choiic acid (3,7,12 trioxycholanic acid) and dcsoxycholio acid (3,12 dloxy-
eholanie acid). These acids occur in combination (conjugated) with the amino
acids taurine and glycine.

Oxidized bile acids (oxidation of the cholanic acids to kotooholanio acids) are
kydrocholeretics.

OX BILE EXTRACT, U, S. P. Dried alcoholic extract of ox bile. One grain
represents eight grams of fresh bile, and contains approximately 0.24 Gin, ench
of sodium glycocholate and sodium taurooholato.

Bile is used to aid in the digestion and absorption of fats and of fat-solublo
vitamins (A, D, K). Where there is an absence .or deficiency of natural bilo
secretion into the intestine ox bilo extract la usoful fts a substitute. Subsequent
absorption of the bile salts present in the extract brings about oholoretic action
resulting in increased formation of bile constituents, bilo fluids, and flow, Caro
should be exercised in giving this drug to patients with biliary obstruction as
increased production and obstructed elimination of bile salts may lead to toxic
blood levels.

Dosage,   0.3 Gm. repeated as necessary,

Dosage form.    Tablet, U. S. P. 0.3 Gm., enteric coated.

DEHYDROCHOLIC ACID, N. F. This is a trlkotooholnnio acid made by
oxidizing the eholanic (cholio) acids present in natural bilo.

Dehydrocholio acid is hydroeholorotio in action and is usocl in conditions whore
increased bile volume (its effect on bilo constituents is uncertain) is desired, It
has been used for this effect in the postoperative management of bile tract surgery,
such as promotion of drainage of'an infected common bile duet. It should not
be used where there is complete biliary obstruction. It is mildly diuretic.

Dosage.   0.25 to 0.6 Gm. three times daily after meals for four to six weeks.

Dosage form.    Tablets, N. F. 0.25 Gm.sion (60 % in liquid petrolatum) for those unable
